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EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

A powerful weather system impacted the central United States from December 26-28, including northern                                                                                                               
Illinois & northwest Indiana on December 28.

This system was predominantly sleet (or ice pellets) with occasional mixing of freezing rain and snow for areas along and north 
of I-80, and mainly freezing rain with an occasional sleet mix south of I-80.

While sleet itself is not necessarily rare, such a long duration of sleet is rare.  That is because sleet requires a very speci�c 
atmospheric setup to occur, and such a regime is usually temporary.

In terms of o�cial climate purposes, sleet is o�cially measured and recorded like snowfall.  So the amounts were added to the 
seasonal snowfall totals for climate sites.

The o�cial sleet total for Chicago was 1.9" (as of midnight) observed at O'Hare International Airport.  This appears to be a record 
for sleet in a day, with the previous record being 1.5" on February 4, 1924. The total liquid observed was 1.47", which is the new 
daily record for December 28th, breaking the old one of 1.13" set in 1968.

The o�cial sleet and snow total in Rockford was 3.5" (as of midnight) observed at Chicago Rockford International Airport.  The 
total liquid observed was 1.25", which is the new daily record for December 28th, breaking the old one of 0.88" set in 1927.

Other sleet amounts include 1.6" at the NWS Chicago o�ce in Romeoville, and 2.1" observed near (3 miles southwest) Chicago 
Midway International Airport.

Wind gusts peaked as high as 53 mph in Waukegan, Illinois during Monday afternoon, with other areas seeing 40-50 mph gusts.
Courtesy of www.weather.gov

On December 28th, 2015, the greater Chicago area got hit with the worst historic 
icing event since 1924.  Chicago was supposed to get up to .25” of ice, however it 
ended up getting almost 4” of ice and sleet.  This was no easy storm to manage, but  
KCG Management’s ongoing development and training gave them the tools they 
needed to be successful and come out ahead of the storm.
Here are a few facts about this storm:
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Stay Dry - Dress in layers with a synthetic, wicking base layer to pull the moisture o� 
your skin.
Protect Your Core - Hypothermia occurs when your body temperature dips below 95 
degrees. Keep your torso insulated.
Cover Your Skin - The more skin you can cover the better. Exposed skin is the fastest 
way to loose body temperature.
Mittens Are Warmer Than Gloves - You may experience a loss of mobility but clustering 
your �ngers together will produce more insulated body heat.
Keep Hydrated - The more water you have in your system, the easier it is to stay warm.

5 TIPS FOR STAYING WARM WHILE OUTSIDE THIS WINTER


